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Brexit Uncertainty 

▪ The next months will be crucial in developing policies to 
influence the future of the UK Countryside 

▪ There is currently little opportunity for nature friendly farming 
voices to be heard, or for them to have a significant collective 
impact 

▪ By creating the Nature Friendly Farming Network across the 
UK we seek to connect with like minded farmers so we have a 
strong voice within the debate



My family farm is in Cambridgeshire 



Fields are scanned and measured with GPS so 
we can target inputs to output.



Left is before ELS & HLS stewardship scheme
Right is with small areas taken out of crop production 









Over 70% of land is currently in Less 
Favoured Areas in NI 

CAP payments make up 87% of farm 
income in NI.

NI Agriculture Industry



EFS Wider Scheme aimed at 
introducing relatively simple 
interventions that can benefit a 
wide range of species ie wild bird 
cover, pollen and nectar mixes, over 
wintered stubble etc. options open 
to all farmers in the wider 
countryside.

Agri-Environment scheme currently in place under 
the Environmental Farming Scheme (EFS)



EFS Higher Scheme, aimed at 
benefitting protected species and 
habitats in defined areas eg. Breeding 
waders, species rich grassland, heather 
moorland etc. options open to farmers 
in defined protected areas ASSI SAC etc 
or with confirmed presence of targeted 
species or habitat on farm.

Many of our business costs are 
maintaining the environment 



Results have been achieved through 
farmers working together who are 
nature friendly farming and have 
been achieved in the face of 
significant difficulties. 
Yellowhammer pairs increased by 
54% 
• Linnet pairs increased by 24% 
• Reed bunting pairs increased by 
57% 
• Tree sparrow pairs increased by 
86% 
• Unfortunately skylark pairs kept in 
current trend and decreased by 43%

EFS Group option, available for a group of farmers to work 
together with the help of a facilitator to benefit particular species 
or habitats;



Change is coming 



 
Why a Nature Friendly Farming Network? 

▪ Independent market research with a wide range of farmers 
across the UK indicated that there would be a good level of 
support for this kind of approach  
▪ It could be highly effective in securing positive changes in 

policy, including by how farming is supported by the public

▪ If we do nothing we risk failing to secure political traction for 
positive policy change and a shift in farming ‘norms’ towards a 
more sustainable outlook 
▪ Together we can achieve more and learn from each other













Be Part of the Solution

Act now and join this farming 
movement for positive policy 

change in support of nature and 
sustainable farming.



Farmers working together, delivering a better 
countryside

www.naturefriendlyfarmingnetwork.org.uk
Follow us on Twitter :  @NFFNUK
Join the conversation on our Facebook Forum:  Nature 
Friendly Farming Network 

http://www.naturefriendlyfarmingnetwork.org.uk/

